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of life and light. God sends his teachers
into every age and clime. Religious differ-
ences touch only the dry husk of ritual and
dogma, but the sweet kernel of religion is
far beyond tha reach of vain disputes." The
Paramahansa himself worshipped promiscu-
ously in Christian Church and Mosque,
K&li pagoda and Buddhist temple and, best
of all, in the sanctuary of his loving heart-
Eamakrishna has much in common with
Schopenhauer, but his genius moves, so to
speak, on a higher plane, for he was a born
spiritual leader of men, while the great
German was but an intellectual giant.1

Parama is the same word as supreme,
and parama-hansa refers to the king of the
hansas or feathered tribes. The eagle's
majestic flight is an appropriate symbol for
keen vision and lofty aspiration pursuing
its heavenward course on the strong wings
of faith. St John, too, has been called
the soaring eagle, the Paramahansa of the
Christian Church. The original meaning of
hansa, was bird, but became specialised to
" swan " in Sanskrit, and to " goose " in Latin

1 E&matrishna's most gifted follower was the brilliant
Vivek&aanda, who lectured before appreciative audiences
in London and New York,